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OLD TESTAMENT PASSAGES MESSIANICALLY APPLIED 
BY THE ANCIENT SYNAGOGUE. 

By Eev. B. Pick, Ph. D., 

Allegheny City, Pa. 



Zechaeiah. 

IX. 9. "Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem; 
behold, thy king cometh unto thee; he is just and having salvation ; lowly, 
riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass." — See above, Dan. vn. 
13. " We will be glad and rejoice in thee " (Song of Solomon i. 4). It is like a 
queen whose husband and sons and sons-in-law have undertaken a sea voyage. 
Your sons have returned ; the news is brought to her. What do I care ? let 
my daughters-in-law rejoice with them, is her reply. Again the news is 
brought that her sons-in-law have returned. What do I care ? is her reply ; 
this is a cause for my daughters to rejoice. But when the news reached her 
of the return of the king, her husband, she said : Now is my joy complete. 
Thus also the prophets will once come and say to Jerusalem : " Thy sons shall 
come from far " (Isa. lx. 4) ; but she will say : What do I care ? " And thy 
daughters shall be nursed at thy side " (ibid). What do I care ? will be the 
reply. But when she hears, " Behold thy king cometh unto thee," she says : 
Now is my joy complete, as it is said : " Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion." 
In that hour she says : " I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be 
joyful in my God " (Isa. lxi. 10).— Midrash on Song of Solomon, I. 4. 

Rabbi Hillel said : There will be no Messiah, because they have enjoyed him 
already in the days of Hezekiah. Rav Joseph said : May the Lord forgive 
Rav Hillel. For when was Hezekiah ? In the first house (i. e. during the 
first temple), and did not Zechariah prophesy during the second temple, " Re- 
joice greatly, O daughter of Zion ; behold thy king," etc.— Talmud Sanhedrin, 
fol. 99, col. 1. 

X. 4. " Out of him came forth the corner, out of him the nail, out of him the 

battle-bow, out of him every oppressor together." 

Targum: Out of him shall come forth his king, out of him his Messiah, out 
of him the strength of his war, out of him all his goodness shall be exalted 
together. 
XII. 10. " And I will pour upon the house of Israel, and upon the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications; and they shall look upon 
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me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him as one mourneth 
for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitter- 
ness for his first-born." 

What is the cause of his mourning? 1 In this Rabbi Dosa and the other 
Eabbis differ. The one said it was for Messiah, the son of Joseph, who is to 
be slain ; and the other said it was for the evil desire which is to be slain. If 
the cause will be the violent death of Messiah, the son of Joseph, one can 
understand that which is written, " And they shall look to him whom they 
have pierced." 2 — Talmud Succah, fol. 52, col. 1. 

XIV. 5. "And the Lord, my God, shall come, and all the saints with thee." 
How many prophets were in Israel, whose names are not known, but in the 
future God will bring them with him, as it is said, "And the Lord my God 
shall come, and all the saints with thee." — Midrash on Ecclesiastes i. 11. 

7. " But it shall be one day, which shall be known to the Lord." 

Another interpretation of " There was none of them " (Ps. cxxxix. 16) is 
that it means the seventh day, for this world is to last 6,000 years ; 2,000 years 



i The words to which reference is made and which precede our passage are these: "And the 
land shall mourn," etc. (Zech. xii. 12). Have we not here a lesson afortim-l't If in the future, 
on an occasion of mourning-, and when the evil has no more dominion, the Law says : " Men apart 
and women apart, how much more should men and women be apart now, when the evil imagin- 
ation has dominion; and on occasions of mirth." 

2 The Action about two Messiahs— Messiah the son of Joseph, and Messiah the son of 
David— was originally derived from Zech. xii. 10, and belongs to a later period. The Messiah 
the son of Joseph, or Messiah the son of Ephraim, was looked upon as one destined to be 
born in poverty, and acquainted with ills, and was to be killed in war. The Messiah the son of 
David, on the other hand, was regarded as the great Messiah, who was to be the final con- 
queror, and to erect a kingdom over which he was to reign forever. The doctrine of the two 
Messiahs seems to have sprung up after the Christian era. When hardly pressed by Christian 
argument about the Old Testament prophecies of the sufferings of the Messiah, the fiction about 
two Messiahs would offer a welcome means of escape. In both Talmud and the late Targums, 
this fiction is already found (eomp. Glaesener, De yemiiio Indacorum Messia, Helmstiidt, 1739, p. 
145 seq.; Sehottgen, florae Hebraicae, I., p. 359). That Zech. xii. 10 was the origin of the fiction 
of Messiah, the son of Joseph, may be assumed with certainty, since Jewish writers always 
speak of him in connection with this passage, and a comparison of two passages from Jerusa- 
lem and Babylonian Talmud confirms our assumption. The former remarks with reference to 
Zeeh. xii. 10 : Here are two opinions concurring on this passage ; the one says that which they (the 
people) mourn is the Messiah; and the other, that which they mourn is evil desire (original sin). 
The latter we have quoted above to the passage. The Jerusalem Talmud, as may be seen, brings 
our passage in connection with the Messiah, although it also gives room for the evil desire. The 
Babylonian Talmud cuts the knot asunder by fabricating all at once a second Messiah. This 
passage (Succah, fol. 53, col. 1) is indeed the earliest which contains the strange fiction of the 
Messiah the son of Joseph. On the same page we also read: "The Rabbis have taught: the 
Holy One, blessed be He! will say to Messiah the son of David, may he be speedily revealed in 
our own days!" "Ask of me, and I will give thee;" as it is said, "I will declare the decree ... 
This day have I begotten thee ; ask of me, and 1 will give thee the heathen for thine inheritance " 
(Ps. ii. 7, 8). But knowing that Messiah the son of Joseph was slain, he will say: I desire noth- 
ing of thee but life. That will sound the reply, Thy father David prophesied concerning thee 
long ago; as it is said: "He asked life of thee, and thou gavest it to him" (Ps. xxi. 4).— Castelli, 
in his 11 Messia secondn gli Ebrei (Firenze, 1874) devoted a whole section to the Messiaflglio di Gius- 
eppe (pp. 234-236) and Hamburger in his Heal. Encyelop. fur Bibel und Talmud, 11. p. 768, has a sep- 
arate article on the Messiah the son of Joseph, who is thus called in the mystic Messianic 
expectations and Messianic tales. 

- See also Ydlkut in ioco. 
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it was waste and desolate ; 2,000 years under the Law ; 2,000 years under the 
Messiah. And because our sins are increased, they are prolonged. As they 
are prolonged, and as we make one day a Sabbatic year, so will God in the 
latter days make one day a Sabbatic year, which is 1,000 years, and it is said, 
" But it shall be one day, which shall be known to the Lord," this is the sev- 
enth day. — Yalkut on Psalm cxxxix. 16. 

"At evening time it shall be light." 

This refers to the world to come. — Yalkut, 1. c. 

XIV. 9. "And the Lord shall be king over all the earth ; in that day shall there 
be one Lord, and his name one." 

"The time of the singing is come" (Song of Sol. n. 12), i. e., the time has 
come to redeem Israel ; the time has come to cut off the foreskin ; the time 
has come to destroy the power of the Cuthaeans ; the time has come that the 
kingdom of heaven should be revealed, for it is said, "And the Lord shall be 
king over all the earth." — Midrash on Song of Solomon n. 13. 
Rabbi Joshua of Sichnin said, in the name of Eabbi Levi: God used the man- 
ner of speech of the patriarchs and made it the introduction to the promise of 
redeeming the children. God said to Jacob : Thou hast said : " Then shall 
the Lord be my God." As thou livest, all good things, blessings and consola- 
tions, which I will impart upon thy children, shall begin with these words, 
for it is said, "And it shall come to pass in that day," etc. (Isa. xi. 11), "And 
it shall come to pass in that day," etc. (Joel iv. 18), "And it shall come to 
pass in that day," etc. (Isa. xxvu. 13), "And the Lord shall be king over all 
the earth," etc. (the introductory phrase being Jl*m)- — Midrash on Genesis 
xxviii. 21 ; sect. 70. Yalkut is loco. 

Malachi. 

IV. 1. " for, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven." 

The globe of the sun is incased, as it is said, " He maketh a tabernacle for the 
sun " (Ps. 19). A pool of water is before it. In the hour, when the sun comes 
out, God cools its heat in the water lest it should burn up the whole world. 
But in the future the Holy One, blessed be He ! will free it from its sheath 
and will burn up with it the wicked, as it is said, "For, behold, the day 
cometh," etc. — Midrash on Genesis i. 17 ; sect. 6. 

2. " But unto you that fear my name shall the sun of righteousness," etc. 

Moses said before the Holy One, Blessed be He ! Shall the raiment be always 
taken to pledge (op. Exod. xxn. 26) ? God replied : No, only till the sun 
goeth down, that is, till the Messiah comes, for it is said, " But unto you that 
fear my name," etc. — Midrash on Exodus xxn. 26; sect. 31. 



